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• Chris Green, Out with a Bang

• October 8, 2015: California 
Coastal Commission Decision 
→ What does it mean?

• ALDF’s Lobbying Efforts (CA, CB)

• Former CCC Chair Sara Wan

• Collaboration with Other Groups

• SeaWorld’s Announcement that 
it will Challenge CCC in Court → 
What Next?

Overview



SeaWorld San Diego



SeaWorld San Diego



Blue World Project



Blue World Project



Blue World Project

Candace Calloway Whiting, Center for Whale Research; Cascadia Research



Blue World Project

Cascadia Research, in conjunction with NOAA



THE “PHASE-OUT” COALITION



CCC Jurisdiction

SeaWorld’s faulty legal analysis on 

preemption →ALDF’S Response (Chris Berry)
– “The commission, unless specifically otherwise provided, shall have the 

primary responsibility for the implementation of the provisions of this 
division and is designated as the state coastal zone planning and 
management agency for any and all purposes . . . .” (Pub. Res. Code §
30330.)

– "Any permit that is issued . . . shall be subject to reasonable terms 
and conditions in order to ensure that such development or action 
will be in accordance with the provisions of this [statute]." (Pub. Res. 
Code § 30607; see also Liberty v. Cal. Coastal Comm’n, 113 Cal. App. 3d 
491, 498 (1980) (affirming that the Commission “can impose reasonable 
terms and conditions in order to ensure a development will be in 
accordance with the provisions of the law”).

– Commission’s authority is derived from the Coastal Management Plan that 
specifically authorizes the Commission to regulate coastal and marine 
resources. California’s Coastal Management Plan was passed as part of 
the federal/state partnership embodied in the federal Coastal Zone 
Management Act (CZMA) and California Coastal Act provisions. This 
includes a provision that explicitly requires that “[m]arine resources 
shall be maintained, enhanced, and, where feasible, restored.” (Pub. 
Res. Code § 30230.) Orcas are, of course, marine resources, both as 
species and as individuals and without regard to wild or captive status. 



THE VOTE: 10/8/15

– 9 Hours of Testimony 

– Comm’r Cox: motion to grant permit 

w/out conditions

– Vice Chair Dayna Bochco’s motion to 

amend with conditions (use of tanks 

only for eleven existing orcas) (11-1) 

– Final Vote on permit approval with 

conditions 

– And the result was ….



UNANIMOUS WIN!



SeaWorld’s Response

“Breeding is a natural fundamental right 
of animals. We know killer whales are 
social animals. It would be inhumane to 
not allow them to breed. Breeding is 
stimulating for the animals [Freudian 
slip?]. The production of calves 
produces social bonds that are 
fundamental for the social structure of 
killer whales.”*  - Dr. Todd Schmidt, 
DVM, SeaWorld Entertainment 
* (Except at least 19 calves removed from mothers 
during the years John Hargrove was a trainer.)

NOTE: when your opposition has to use animal welfare language for its 
own messaging, then you are winning. 



What Will SW Do Next?



ALDF’S Response



CCC’S Response



Other Countries



“Whales don’t belong in 

Cages” – Jackson, 5
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