


Environmental Impacts of CAFOs

Agriculture → Industry

Information → Regulation



Cumulative Environmental Impacts

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.

Requires federal agencies to take a “hard look” at 
environmental effects of major federal actions before the 
action is taken.

• Consideration of impacts, mitigation measures, and alternatives.
• Public process and accountability.



Cumulative Impacts

Buffalo River Watershed Alliance v. U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, No. 4:13-cv-450DPM, 2014 WL 6837005
(E.D. Ark. Dec. 2, 2014)

• Federal lending agencies must comply with NEPA in CAFO context.

Arkansas Rights Koalition citizen petition (Jan. 2017)
• Federal lending agencies should consider cumulative impacts of 

CAFO funding.



Air Emissions

https://www.marylandcleanagriculture.org/our-issues/cafos/



Air Emissions

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 
(EPCRA), 42 U.S.C. § 11004

• Requires emergency notification if a “reportable quantity” of a 
hazardous substance is released.

Rural Empowerment Association for Community Help v. EPA, 
No. 1:18-cv-02260 (D.D.C. filed Sept. 28, 2018)

• EPA cannot exempt CAFOs from EPCRA reporting (again!).



Air Emissions: Climate Change



Air Emissions: Climate Change

California air emissions regulation & reduction
• AB 32
• E.O. S-3-05
• SB 605
• Mandatory Reporting Regulation 
• Cap & trade 

ALDF citizen petition (Mar. 2014)
• California Air Resources Board cannot exempt industrial 

agriculture from climate change regulations.



Water Pollution



Water Pollution

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)                   
42 U.S.C. § 6901 et seq.

• Prohibits open dumping of solid or hazardous waste.

Community Association for Restoration of the Environment 
(CARE) v. Cow Palace, 80 F.Supp.3d 1180 (E.D. Wash. 2015)

• Manure stored in commercial dairy lagoons is “solid waste” 
under RCRA.



Water Use

Sources of authority to regulate water use in California
• Reasonable use doctrine 
• Public trust doctrine

ALDF citizen petition (Nov. 2016)
• California Water Resources Control Board should limit 

unreasonable use of water by CAFOs.
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