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A Bit About NCVLI

Mission: To actively promote balance and fairness in 
the justice system through crime victim centered legal 

advocacy, education, and resource-sharing.



Brief History of VR

Colonial times

Mid-20th century

aƻŘŜǊƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ



Foundational Battles



Most Common Moments
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Allies in the Work
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LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
crimes against animals without 
showing photographs of abused 
animals.  Every effort has been 
made to try to minimize this.

Note:



Recognize and Treat the Animal 
±ƛŎǘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ ά±ƛŎǘƛƳέ

ÅCrime Scene Investigation

ÅEvaluating the case for prosecution

ÅTrial preparation

ÅSentencing



Crime Scene Investigation

ÅEach and every animal treated as an individual victim
ÅIdentified separately from all other victims by name or 

number

ÅIndividual veterinary examinations and testing

ÅHave the correct experts

Å!ƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ άƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ όǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƻǊ 
deceased)
ÅInjuries, illness, diseases

ÅAccess to appropriate food, water, shelter

ÅRelationship to other animals and to suspect



Crime Scene Investigation (cont.)

ÅCollect other evidence related to the animal(s)
ÅOwnership records, veterinary records, money 

trails

ÅAnticipate possible defenses
Å!ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ƛƴǎŀƴƛǘȅΣ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ƴƻ ά/{LέΣ ŜǘŎΦ



Case can have single animal or 
multiple animals





Dogs #96 #97 & #98



Dog #97





Quality of evidence

ÅComplex crime scene (multiple animals, 
evidence and witnesses)

ÅUnexplained or unidentified evidence

ÅUncollected evidence

ÅContamination



Rabbit Case





Which rabbit? Which cage? Where photo 
taken? Which vet? Was it sick or injured?



Evaluating the Case for Prosecution

ÅIf the treatment (act or omission) of an 
individual animal results in a provable 
violation, then a charge should be filed 
involving that animal

ÅEach animal should be specifically identified 
in some manner to the exclusion of all other 
animals involved in the same incident

ÅONE ANIMAL = SEPARATE CHARGE



Nightmare to Organize



Pain and Suffering

Åά±ƛŎǘƛƳǎέ ŦŜŜƭ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ άǾƛŎǘƛƳǎέ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ

Å5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜǎ ǎŜƴǘƛŜƴǘ άǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέ ŦǊƻƳ 
inanimate property

ÅMay be an element of the cruelty statute



Acute Pain Scales



How do we know they hurt?

Dr. Sheilah Robertson




