


Center for Food Safety is a nationwide nonprofit public interest 
organization with over 900,000 members.  CFS’s mission is to empower 

people, support farmers, and protect the environment. 

Addressing the adverse impacts of industrial agriculture and promoting 
and protecting regenerative agriculture. 



CFS Policy and Litigation Program areas include:

Food Safety and Foodborne Illness 

Food Labeling and Food System Transparency

Animal Factories

Pesticides

Pollinators

Organic & Beyond 

Genetically Engineered Foods, Crops, and Animals

“Cool” Foods (Climate and Agriculture)

Aquaculture

Water



Animal Factories

• Public Health

• Environmental Pollution

• Corporate Control

• Animal Abuse

Animal Drugs Ag-Gag Laws



Animal Factories

Policy

Litigation

Market Campaigns

Coalition Building



CFS Litigation 

• CAFO Pollution:

• Kupale Ookala v. Big Island Dairy, No. 1:17-cv-00305 (D.C. Hawaii 2017) 

(CWA enf.)

• Puget Soundkeeper et al. v. WA Dept. Of Ecology, PCHB No. 17-017 

(PCHB 2017) (WA CAFO general permit challenge)

• Applying Community Association for Restoration of the Environment, 

Inc. and Center for Food Safety, Inc. v. Cow Palace, LLC et al., 80 

F.Supp.3d 1180 (E.D. Wash. 2015) (RCRA)



Kupale Ookala v. Big Island Dairy



Kupale Ookala v. Big Island Dairy



CFS Litigation

• Ag Gag:

• ADLF et al. v. Reynolds, No. 4:17-cv-00362 (S. D. Iowa 2017) (Iowa ag gag)

• PETA et al. v. Cooper, No. 16-cv-00025 (M.D. NC 2016) (North Carolina ag gag), on 

appeal PETA v. Stein, No. 17-1669 (4th Cir. 2017) (North Carolina ag gag appeal)

• ALDF v. Otter, No. 1:14-cv-00104-BLW (D. Idaho 2014) (Idaho ag gag), on appeal ADLF 

v. Wasden, No. 15-35960 (9th Cir. 2015) 

• Western Watersheds Project v. Michael, No. 2:15-cv-00169-SWS (D. Wyoming 2015) 

(Wyoming Ag Gag), won on appeal W. Watersheds Project v. Michael, No. 16-8083 (10th

Cir. 2017)



CFS Litigation

• Animal drugs:

• CFS v. Hamburg, No. 3:14-cv-4932-EDL (N.D. Cal. 2014) 

(Racto NEPA), on appeal CFS v. Hamburg, No. 15-17510 (9th 

Cir. 2015)



CFS Litigation

• False Advertising:

• Organic Consumers Assoc. and CFS v. Sanderson Farms, No. 

3:17-cv-03592 (N.D. Cal. 2017) (Animal drug residues and 

“natural”)



Water CAFOs: Industrial 
Aquaculture

Industrial Fish Farming:

• Escapes

• Disease Spread

• Overfishing for feed

• Pollution

Oyster & Clam Aquaculture Netting and other plastics





CFS Litigation

• Gulf Fishermen’s Assoc., et al. v. NMFS, No. 16-cv-01271 (E.D. La. 
2016) (Gulf offshore aquaculture)

• Center for Food Safety v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, No. 17-cv-
01209 (W.D. Wa. 2017) (commerical shellfish aquaculture CWA 
permit)

• Institute for Fisheries Resources, et al. v. Burwell (FDA), No. 16-cv-
01574 (N. D. Cal. 2016) (farmed genetically engineered salmon 
approval)



“Organic” Aquaculture?

“Organic” Aquaculture standards – currently no USDA standard for aquaculture 
(but see foreign organic labels); 

2008 NOSB recommendations for aquaculture
Would permit finfish netpen aquaculture, like that of salmon aquaculture

Environmental impacts (escapes, spread of disease, overfishing for feed, pollution from 
inputs)

7 CFR 205.2 (definition of “organic production” must be inter alia to “promote ecological balance and 
conserve biodiversity”)

Feed issue

Would allow for wild forage fish as feed, despite 100% organic feed requirement, 7 USC 
6509(c)(1); 7 CFR 205.237

“Natural behavior” of livestock, including fish 

7 CFR 205.239 (must maintain living conditions that “accommodate the health and natural 
behaviors of animals”)

Obama proposed rule, stalled in Dec 2016; Trump admin??



The Battle for the Future of our Food in 
In the Age of Trump

• Stopping the Bleeding

+

• Shifting the Consciousness 




