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Overview

ǒ Who are the animals?

ǒ What are the impacts of captivity?

ǒ How do captivity issues interface with conservation?

ǒ Legal protections and efforts in the U.S.

ǒ What is needed?

ǒ Whale Sanctuary Project



Who are the aquatic animals I am talking about?

Order Cetacea ςdolphins, porpoises, and whales
Suborder Odontoceti ( 73 species of toothed whales, dolphins and porpoises)

Physeteridae
(sperm whales)

Platanistidae
(river dolphins)

Phocoenidae
(porpoises)

Monodontidae
(belugas & narwhals)

Delphinidae
(true dolphins)

Ziphiidae
(beaked whales)



Captivity by the Numbers

Around 3,000whales, dolphins and porpoises, representing about 10 
species and hybrids, are held in captivity around the world.

In North America: 481bottlenose dolphins, 80belugas, 25orcas

and other species.

There are currently 60orcas held in captivity (27 wild-captured plus 33 
captive-born) in at least 14 marine parks in 8 countries. SeaWorld holds 

22of them.

At least 91%of all orcas taken into captivity since 1961 have died.



Delphinidae 
Orcas (killer whales)

Orcinus orca



Who are orcas?

Large, complex, convoluted brain

Long childhood period characterized
by extensive learning

Travel > 100 miles/day and can dive
to over 200 meters when foraging

Complex social communities with
cooperative and collaborative
hunting strategies

Lifelong family bonds/most matrilineal

Strong cultural traditions



There is a fundamental mismatch between what orcas 
(and other cetaceans) need to thrive and the conditions 

of living in marine parks and aquariums.





What are the impacts of living in concrete tanks?
Chronic stress-related physiological, anatomical, and psychological conditions

Kasatka

Corky vs Kandu

Pneumonia and
other lung diseases

Candidiasis

Gastric ulcers and
other stomach diseases

Cancer

Behavioral stereotypies

Self-mutilation

Poor muscular condition

Hyper-aggression towards
other orcas (including
calves) and humans

Poor parenting

Depression



Life Expectancy
Most captive orcas do not live past 20 years of age.

Of all wild-caught orcas over half have died after 4 years.



CƻǊ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΧ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-edged problem

ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜƳ ¢ƻ 5ŜŀǘƘέ
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ΨƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΩΗ
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǳǎΦ
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ special!
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ sea creatures!

Lack of Empathy for Them
Difficult to read their emotions.
5ƻƭǇƘƛƴ άǎƳƛƭŜέΦ



Where do captivity and conservation issues intersect?

How we treat other animals has everything to do with our objectification and commoditization
of them ςour relationship with them.

Both fish and marine mammals face similar anthropocentric dangers. 

Fish farms Over-fishing Dams Water pollution

Salmon and orcas in the Pacific Northwest

Poor welfare and health, death, and extinction



Example:
Southern Resident orca population (SRKW)

in Salish Sea



Because chinook salmon make up 82% of their food,
SRKW Population Numbers rise and fall with 

Chinook Salmon numbers



Chinook are declining!

The steep decline in Chinook salmon is 
associated with three main factors:
ÅHabitat change
ÅHarvest rates
ÅHatchery influence

Additional factors increasingly recognized as 
contributing to declining salmon populations 
include climate change, ocean conditions, and 
marine mammal interactions.



Captures 1960s ς70s

At least 45 Southern Resident killer whales (mostly young females) were captured and 
delivered to marine parks between 1965 and 1973. The population has never recovered.



Status: Listed as Endangeredin 2005

Decimated pop. level 
from captures

CURRENT THREATS:Decreased prey availability, boat 
interactions, environmental contamination



¢ƘŜ άƻƴŜ-ǘǿƻ ǇǳƴŎƘέ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜȅ ŘŜǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ
with no time to recover!



Legal Protections, Regulations and Policy 
that interface with captivity

Endangered Species Act

Marine Mammal Protection Act

Animal Welfare Act

άLƴ-ƘƻǳǎŜέ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ - AZA

State legislation



Endangered Species Act

ά¢ƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
threatened species depend may be conserved, to provide a program for conservation 
of such species, and to take such steps as may be appropriate to achieve the purposes 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ώǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ !ŎǘϐΦέ

¸ Any member of plant or animal kingdom ςspecies, subspecies, distinct population

¸ Department of the Interior/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -- terrestrial species, non-
oceanic fish, certain marine mammals

¸ Department of Commerce/National Marine Fisheries Service -- marine species

¸ !ƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ άǘŀƪŜέ ƻŦ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ф 
of the ESA

¸ Take prohibition extended to most threatened species by regulation

¸ Exceptions



Marine Mammal Protection Act

Take/Harassment Prohibition - Collection of dead animals, or parts thereof; 
the restraint or detention of a marine mammal, no matter how temporary; 
tagging a marine mammal; the negligent or intentional operation of an 
aircraft or vessel, or the doing of any other negligent or intentional act which 
results in disturbing or molesting a marine mammal; and feeding or 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƳŀƳƳŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΦέ

Permit Process (Exceptions)
Public Display
Scientific Research
Photography for educational/commercial purposes
Enhancing survival and recovery


