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President, Whale Sanctua®roject
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Who are the animals?
What are the impacts of captivity?

How do captivity issues interface with conservation?
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Legal protections and efforts in the U.S.
What is needed?
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Whale Sanctuary Project




Order Cetaced dolphins, porpoises andwhales

SuborderOdontoceti ( 73 species of toothed whales, dolphins and porpoises)

Phocoenidae
' (porpoiseg
4

Monodontidae
_ (belugas& narwhals)

.....

' Platahistidae
(river dolphins)

Ziphiidae
(beaked whales)




Around3,000whales, dolphins and porpoisagpresenting about 10
species and hybrids, are held in captivity around the world.

In North America481bottlenose dolphins80 belugas25orcas
and other species.

There are currentl¥0orcas held in captivity (27 wHcaptured plus 33 . AiJIiIIMTXj_ ] ;;‘}\/
captiveborn) in at least 14 marine parks in 8 countries. SeaWorld helG& CONFERENCE

22 of them.
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At least91%of all orcas taken into captivity since 1961 have died. o
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Large, complex, convoluted brain

Long childhood period characterized
by extensive learning

Travel > 100 miles/day and can dive
to over 200 meters when foraging

Complex social communities with

cooperative and collaborative -{ ANIMAL LAW
hunting strategies 28 CONFERENCE

Lifelong family bonds/most matrilineal #*

Strong cultural traditions
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An orca at SeaWorld would have to swim the circumference
of the main pool more than |, 4O times to match the
equivalent daily distance travelled in the wild.



Pneumonia and
other lung diseases

Candidiasis

Gastric ulcers and
other stomach diseases

Cancer

Behavioral stereotypies
Seltmutilation

Poor muscular condition

Hyperaggression towards
other orcas (including
calves) and humans

Poor parenting

Depression
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Life expectancy of orcas in the wild and captivity compared
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Median Median Maximum life  Median Maximum life Survival time
survival time survival time expectancy survivaltime expectancy for 33 orcas
in captivity In the wild for for females in in the wild for  for males in born In
females the wild males the wild captivity

Created with Datawrapper Source: Whale and Dolphin Conservation, Get the data
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How we treat other animals has everything to do with our objectification and commoditizatio
of them ¢ our relationship with them.

Bothfish and marine mammals face simidarthropocentric dangers.

Salmon and orcas in the Pacific Northwest

Fish farms Overfishing Dams Water pollution
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Poor welfare and health, death, and extinction



Southern (SRKW) and Northern Resident Killer Whale (NRKW) Critical Habitats in
the Georgia Basin-Puget Sound Region ‘ .
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NRKW Habitat within Salish Sea S\ A
SRKW Habitat-USA /77 Olympia
SRKW Habitat - Canada &\

Drajecton: Suish fas Abers (NADEY)

The Southern and North Resident Killer Whale Critical Mabitats are displayed in three separate “areas” within the Georgia Basin-Puget Sound region. A
small, southern extent of the Northern Resident Killer Whale critical habitat can be found within the Northwest corner of the Salish Sea and for greater
detail can be seen within the inset map. The Southern Resident Killer Whale critical habitat is one habitat but is displayed as lwo separate areas to help
Wustrate what portion of the habitat is on each side of the Canadisn and U.S. border.
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» Chinook stock in the Salish Sea (based on data published in an 1993 2017
EPA report) (light bly ) influences the survival rates of
Southern Resident orca. The grey bars represent annual orca
deaths (longer bars = more whales lost, shorter bars = better
years for survival). They prey on other saimon stocks as well
but predominantly depend on Chinook (about 80% of their diet)
Southem Resident census data from 1 2 A,"’ N\
abundance = number of chinook caught + number returning to Salish Sea rivers Center for Whale Research R
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The total abundance of chincok has been decreasing since 1984.
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* Abundance = number of chinook caught + number of chinook returning to Salish Sea rivers

The steep decline in Chinook salmon is
associated with three main factors:
Adabitat change

Adarvest rates

Adatchery influence

Additionalfactors increasingly recognized as &
contributing to declining salmon populai®s
include climate change, ocean conditiofig
marine mammal interactions.
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At least 45 Southern Resident killer whalémostly young females) wereaptured and
delivered to marine parks between 1965 and 1973. The population has never recovered.
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POPULATION ESTIMATE

SOUTHERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALE (Endangered)
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Endangered Species Act

Marine Mammal Protection Act

Animal Welfare Act
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State legislation

/l



G¢2 LINRPODARS | YSIya ¢6KSNBoeé (UKS SOz2aeés
threatened species depend may be conserved, to provide a program for conservation

of such spemes and to take such steps as may be approprlate to achieve the purpos
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Any member of plant or animal kingdogrspecies, subspecies, distinct population
Department of the Interior/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviderrestrial speciespon-

oceanicfish, certain marine mammals R %%M\NG 25,
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of the ESA
Take prohibition extended to most threatened species by regulation
Exceptions
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Marine Mammal Protection Act

Take/Harassment ProhibitiorCollection of dead animals, or parts thereof;

the restraint or detention of a marine mammal, no matter how temporary;

tagging a marine mammal; the negligent or intentional operation of an

aircraft or vessel, or the doing of any other negligent or intentional act which

results in disturbing or molesting a marine mammal; and feeding or A
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PermitProcesgExceptions)
PublicDisplay
Scientific Research
Photographyfor educational/commercial purposes
Enhancing survival and recovery



