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Taking a Public Health Persp
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Farm Workers

Factory farms affect workers in:

e CAFOs

* Processing plants/slaughterhouses
PUBLIC HEALTH, e Crop production (handling animal waste) F
IMMIGRATION REFORM AND -‘
FOOD SYSTEM CHANGE Worker treatment and protections
o - intricately connected with
immigration policy
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Farm Workers

FARMWORKERS IN THE U.S.
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Farm Workers’ Health Risks

Air Quality
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Farm Workers’ Health Risks
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Farm Workers’ Health Risks

Animal Waste
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Hazardous
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Farm Workers’ Social and Mental Health
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Barriers to Improvement for Farm Workers

“The dire situation faced by farmworkers stems

from their lack of economic and political power.”
— Mary Bauer, Southern Poverty Law Center |



Policy Recommendations for Improvement
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Communities Near CAFOs

Phatongraph cvortesy of Kaihy Peallips
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Diners (Everyone)

Animal waste makes its way onto the food
we eat (animal products, fruits, vegetables)
and into the water we drink.

Health Ills Abound as Farm Runoff Fouls Wells

By CHARLES DUHIGG  SEPT. 17, 2009

MORRISON, Wis. — All it took was an early thaw for the drinking water
here to become unsafe.
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By Soren Rundquist, Director of Spatial Analysis, and Craig Cox, Senior Vice President for Agriculture and L
Natural Resources . by v S Fomis
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Diners (Everyone)

Health Ills Abound as Farm Runoff Fouls Wells

By CHARLES DUHIGG  SEPT. 17, 2009

In Morrison, more than 100 wells were polluted by agricultural runoff

within a few months, according to local officials. As parasites and bacteria
seeped into drinking water, residents suffered from chronic diarrhea,

stomach illnesses and severe ear infections.

“Sometimes it smells like a barn coming out of the faucet,” said Lisa

Barnard, who lives a few towns over, and just 15 miles from the city of
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Tests of her water showed it contained E. coli, coliform bacteria and other
: iy contaminants found in manure. Last year, her 5-year-old son developed ear
R 3 A infections that eventually required an operation. Her doctor told her they

Centers fior Disease Control and Prevention

were most likely caused by bathing in polluted water, she said.



Diners (Everyone)
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THE HIDDEN LINK BETWEEN T o ——
FARM ANTIBIOTICS AND HUMAN ntibiotics m ieat Lould
ILLNESS Be Damaging Our Guts

The F.D.A. banned the use of antibiotics for growth promotion in
animals last year. One organic cattle farmer is sure the ban is being
flouted.

Science News from research organizations

E. coli strain from retail poultry may cause urinary tract
infections in people

Date:  August 28, 2018
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How Drug-Resistant Bacteria
Travel from the Farm to Your
Table

Antibiotic-resistant bacteria from livestock pose a deadly risk to people. But the farm lobby
won't let scientists track the danger
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Areas for Policy Reform

Animal Waste

e Opverarching: reduce number of animals raised to reduce volume of
waste generated

e Consider geographic density of CAFOs before permitting new
CAFOs or CAFO expansions

e Require improved waste handling and storage practices

e Air pollution monitoring

Antibiotics R: ANMALLAW b %
e Strengthen FDA Guidance for Antibiotic Use to Eliminate “Disease i
Prevention” Loophole
* Institutional/company policies restricting antibiotic use (in more than
just chickens)



Conclusion

Labor, environmental justice, food safety, and
public health issues are intricately tied to the way we
raise animals for food.

The trend toward a broader, more intersectional
perspective among the animal welfare movement and the
field of public health will help address these issues
through litigation, policy reform, and corporate and
education campaigns.

B CONFERENCE IS

Sl



Thank you!

Questions, more information? Reach out!

claire@farmforward.com
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