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Farm Workers

Factory farms affect workers in: 
• CAFOs
• Processing plants/slaughterhouses
• Crop production (handling animal waste)

Worker treatment and protections 
 intricately connected with 
immigration policy



Farm Workers



Farm Workers’ Health Risks
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Animal Processing Workers’ Health Risks
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Farm Workers’ Social and Mental Health



Barriers to Improvement for Farm Workers

“The dire situation faced by farmworkers stems
from their lack of economic and political power.”

— Mary Bauer, Southern Poverty Law Center

The U.S. food supply is insecure as long as it relies on an 
impermanent, underrepresented, and at-risk workforce.



Policy Recommendations for Improvement



Communities Near CAFOs

Image credit: Socially Responsible Agriculture Project



Diners (Everyone)

Animal waste makes its way onto the food 
we eat (animal products, fruits, vegetables) 
and into the water we drink.
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Areas for Policy Reform 

Animal Waste
• Overarching: reduce number of animals raised to reduce volume of 

waste generated
• Consider geographic density of CAFOs before permitting new 

CAFOs or CAFO expansions
• Require improved waste handling and storage practices
• Air pollution monitoring

Antibiotics
• Strengthen FDA Guidance for Antibiotic Use to Eliminate “Disease 

Prevention” Loophole
• Institutional/company policies restricting antibiotic use (in more than 

just chickens)



Conclusion

Labor, environmental justice, food safety, and 
public health issues are intricately tied to the way we 
raise animals for food.

The trend toward a broader, more intersectional 
perspective among the animal welfare movement and the 
field of public health will help address these issues 
through litigation, policy reform, and corporate and 
education campaigns.



Thank you!

Questions, more information? Reach out!

claire@farmforward.com
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