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Taking It to the Ballot

The Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkmess

Massachusetis voters say no to tight quarters for hens. pigs
and calves




* Background: the ballot question & the process

* The road to the ballot: increasing transparency and
accountability

* Substantive legal change: increasing transparency and
accountability by using the ballot to push beyond the
bounds of legislation

e Challenges



Ballot Questions

QUESTION 3: Law Proposed by Initiative Petition

Conditions for Farm Animals

D o spprove of & lav summarizad beiow, an which ra vole was lsben by fka Serale or Ihe Houss of Rspresentatives ot or belors May T, 20167

testing, treatment and operation if performed
under the direct supervision of a licansed
vaterinarian; five days prior to a pregnant pig's
expected data of giving birth; any day that pig

SUMMARY » This proposed law would prohibit any farm
A requined By owner or operator from knowingly confining any

h:"jﬂ bythe State  breeding pig, calf raised for veal, or egg-laying
fomEr S nenina way that prevents the animal from lying
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2016 Ballot Questions

Voter Registration Mail-in Form Enclosed!

= Massachussits Register to Vote Onling

down, standing up, fully extending its limbs, or
turning around freely. The proposed law would
also prohibit any business owner or operator in
Massachusetts from selling whaole eggs intended
far human consumgtion or any uncooked cut of
veal or pork if the business owner or operator
knows or should know that the hen, breeding pig,
or vaal calf that produced these products was
confined in a manner prohibited by the proposed
law. The proposed lBw would exempl sales of
food products that combine veal or pork with
other preducts, including soups, sandwiches,
pizzas, hotdogs, or similar processed or
prepared food items.

The proposed law's confinement prohibitions
would not apply during transportation; state

and county fair exhibitions; 4-H programs;
slaughter in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations; medical research; veterinary exams,

is nursing piglets; and for temporary periods for
animal husbendry purposes not to excesd six
hours in any twenty-four hour period.

The proposed law would create a civil penalty of
up to $1,000 for each vialation and would give
the Attorney Seneral the exclusive authority

to enforce the law, and to issue regulations

to implement it. As a defense to enforcement
proceedings, the proposed law would allow

a business owner or operator to rely in good
faith upon a written certification or guarantee of
compliance by a supplier.

The proposed law would be in addition to any
ather animal welfare laws and would not prohibit
stricter local ‘aws.

The proposed law would take effect on January
1, 2022. The proposed law states that if any of its
parts were declared invalid, the other parts would
stay in effact

realistartavutama.cnm

WHAT YOUR b A YES VOTE would prohibit any confinement of

A NO VOTE would make no change in current
laws relative to the keeping of farm animals.
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pigs, calves, and hens that prevents them from
Mg recuired by taw, lhe i 3 . '
slamants descriting  1ying down, standing up, fully extending their
the effact af a *yas" or i i
o vels are rffien TIDS, OF tUMMing around freely.
Jaintiy by the Steta
Alleeriay Ganesal and
the Secredary of the
Commorsaalth.

STATEMENT b Because the law would not take effect until this proposed measure for state and municipal



STATE BALLOT QUESTION PETITIONS

CALENDAR FOR AN INITIATIVE PETITION FOR A LAW

Calendar of Events

Submission of petition to
Attorney General by 10
original signers

Filing of petition with Secretary
of the Commonwealth by orginal
Petitioners

Secretary has petition forms
prepared for collection of required
number of signatures

Filing of petitions with local
registrars for certification

Filing certified petitions with the
Secretary

Transmittal of petitions to
Housz Clerk by the Secretary

Legislative action

Filing with Secretary of request
for additional petition forms

Filing with Secretary of amended
petition, with certificate from the

Legal Deadlines

By the 1st Wednesday
of August

Mot before the 1st Wednesday
of September

Mo later than 14 days after filing
with the Secretary

By 14 days before the 1st
Wednesday of December

By the lst Wednesday of
December

First legislative day of the year

Before the 1st Wednesday of May

Mot before the 1st Wednesday
of May

Before the 1st Wednesday of June

Attorney General that the amendment

does not materally change the
substance of the meaasure

Collection and filing of additional
signatures with local registrars for
certification

Filing with Secretary of additional
signatures to put petition on ballot
if General Court fails to enact
Measure

STATE ELECTION DAY

After the 1st Wednesday of May
and by 14 days before the 1st
Wednesday of July

Mot before the 1st Wednesday of
June and by the 1st Wednesday
of July

1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday
in November

Dates

August 2, 2017

September &, 2017

September 20, 2017*

MNovember 22, 2017

December 6, 2017

January 3, 2018

May 1, 2018
May 2, 2018

June 5, 2018

June 19, 2018%*

June 7, 2018
July 3, 2018%*

MNovember 6, 2018
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Ballot Questions

AN INITIATIVE PETITION
FOR A LAW

Under Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY

w would prohibic any farm owner or operator from

This propased

vig, calf raised for ve

knowingly confining any breed v egg-laying hen in

1 way that prevents the animal from lying down, standing up, fully extending

its limbs, or turning around freely. The proposed law would also prohibit any

muuiul

business owner or operator in Massachuserts from selling w hl!ll ‘H~

for hur nsumprion or any uncooked cur of

or knows or should know thar

OWRET O Ops

calf rhar produced these products was confined in 2 manner prohibite

posed law. The proposed law would exempt sales of food produces thar

combine veal or pork with other products, including soups, sandwiches, pizsas,

hotdogs, ot similar processed or prepared food items.

shibirions would not apply during
exhibir

sposed law'’s confinemen

£ The Commonwealth of FHassachuselts | FILING DEADI

 petitions must be
ion \h 1als tor certification
5 p-m. on Wednesday,
tion officials must complere |

| of signatur

| June 22, 2016

| their certification na
Thereafter. initiar
signatures must be
the
Elections Division, Off
Commanwealth, One Ashburion Place, Room 1705
Boston, MA, no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 6, 2016.

cal election official

F a licensed veterinarian; five days prior to a pregnant pig's expecred

irth; any day that pig is nursing piglets; and for )
ceed six hours in any rwenty

periods for animal husbandry purposes nor 1o ¢
four hour period.
“The proposed law would create a civil penaley of up to $1,000 for cach

violation and would give the Auorney Gene

nent

the and to issuc regulations to implement i, Asa rr!: nse o enforcer

s, the proposed law would w a business owner of operator

proc
rely in good faith upon a written centification or guarantee of compliance by a
supplier.

The proposed law would be in addition to any other animal welfare laws and
would not prohibit stricter local laws.

The proposed law would take effect on Ja

‘The proposed law

350 5. Huntington Ave
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

transportation; state and cou + 4-H programs; slaughter in ¥l
compliance with applicable laws and regularions; medical researc states that if any of irs pares were declared invalid, the ather paris would sty in
exams, testing, treatment and operation if performed under the direer effect.
Carter J. Luke 5 Palmer Road Sandwich REGISTRAR USE ONLY: S
Stephanie J. Harris 19 Fayette Street, #2 Boston ;\?‘e
Joann M. Lindenmayer 720 Hartford Avenue East Uxbridge 1’(\\%
Kathryn M. Holmes 40 Sol Joseph Road Plymouth | “e\ﬁh
Kelly Jean Coffin 24 Tabor Road Sandwich \ﬁg\
w  Sharon B. Young 22 Washburn Street Bourne \I\Pﬁ
| ; Brittany N. Griffin 9 Oak Street Plymouth 1{3\?‘?\
|2 Susan Lamb 44 North Sandyside Lane  Yarmouth 6{3\6
[ E Emily Norton 58 Prescott Street Newton \:LQ
£ Joseph D. Eisenstadt 23 Willow Street Sharon o
| & These names have been certified as names of registered voters in their places BRI g e
| B of residence. Original petition was filed on Seprember 3, 2015, P o 5 ?[-T[,:)NQORQ o T!-"S s ”I(}F.REQPH‘T
= 8" AT YOU RETURN THIS PETITION TO:
| =2 Petitior
| M . ¥ 2 5 etition O
% L) 89
Uz

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

617-522-2016

i INST RUCTIO\TS TO CIRCULATORS AND

wuld be written substantially as registe

| and residence in your presence.

SIGNERS

* DO NOTALTER THIS INITIATIVE PETITION IN ANY WAY. ADDITIONAL MARKINGS ON
TH.’S PETITION WILL DISQUALIFY ANY SIGNATURES ON THIS PETITION SHEET,

ature to be valid, you must be a registered vorer in the city or town named below and your

DO NOT sign the same petition more than once.

* If you are pllltllll.d Il‘. ]Jl‘\"lf. al Lll\il!ll'l\ jl'“ll'l \‘Tlllnf:‘. You may au [I\(!I’!h S0MmMe person o Wrile your name

I. SIGNATURE to be made in person with name
substantially as registered (except in case of physical
disability as stated above)

II. NOW REGISTERED AT

[=]
¥ o =
(street, number and apartment number, if any) -
(city or town will be the same as stated below) £

ity ar Toen

ONLY REGISTERED VOTERS OF

| MAY SIGN THIS SHEET.

(OVER)

THE

ANIMAL LAW
CONFERENCE




Ballot Questions

PO BOXi4708

BROQILI _|_=;;,-a‘u_ ‘02447




Ballot Questions

@ ANIMAL LAW 1B
S CONFERENCE







THE

ANIMAL LAW
CONFERENCE







The Road to the Ballot — Voter Engagement




The Road to the Ballot —

Amplifying the Conversation

Endursement Yes on Question 3
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The Road to the Ballot —

Amplifying the Conversation

Charlie Baker plans to vote yes on Question 3,
Massachusetts’s farm animal protection ballot measure

“

LOCAL

On Cage-Free Ballot Question, AG Maura Healey Sides With
== The Birds
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LATEST STORIES

Tommy Orange's Dek
What It Means To Be
California.

Somebody's Daughts



The Road to the Ballot —
Amplitying the Conversation
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Farming past motivates Billerica resident on Question 3 push

- e : e o = CE s e T = T |
Faving grown up on a farm, it Oy Seems Nolural DINETIC3-TeSdel Lieelhe . .



Some not-so-great legislative history

HOUSE DOCKET. MO. 631 FILED OM: 1114/2013

i
] HO[JSE - &% & & ® & @ ® @ ® @® ® @ w® @ ND' SENATE DOCKET, NO. 466 FILED ON: 115/2015

e e ] HOUSE DOCKET, NO. 1371 FILED ON: 111572015 N 439
3 « & * & s ® & = Ot

: HOUSE ...............No.1l55
The Commont

- The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

(th of Massachusetts

SEMATE DOCKET, NO. 1690

x SENATE e e e e e PRESENTED BY

David M. Rogers

INTED BY:

1 M. Lewis

- ] ; ) ) af the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General
To the Honorable Senare and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massackusens in General

The Commoniwealth of

e . X i X i pectfully petition for the adoption of the accompanying bill:
The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully petition for the adoption of the accompanying bill

Couri assembled.

PRESENTED E care and protect family farms in Massachusetts. & THE

Robert L. Hedl I  ANIMAL LAW
- TION OF- " B CONFERENCE

PETITION OF:

An Act to ensure continued humane animal care and support family farms.

the Honorable Semare and House of Representatives of the Ca

Comrt assembied entatives in General Court assembled, and by the authoriy
MNAME: DNSTRICT/ ADDRESS:
The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully David M. Rogers 24ph Middlesex
An Act to prevent farm 2 Chris Walsh | ath Middlesex | Laws is hereby amended by adding the
Denise Provost 27th Middlesex
Ciswmdiasn § MU arala Qe M aniaes

PETITION OF:



An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animalst:

Covered animals:

”Tfl
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An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animals

Prohibitions:

Ill

(1) Confining any covered animal “in a cruel manner”

e Confined in a cruel manner —prevent from lying down,
standing up, fully extending the animal’s limbs, or turning
around freely

* Fully extending limbs —
e Extend all limbs without touching sides of enclosure

e Egg-laying hens - fully spread both wings without touching
enclosure’s sides AND have access to 1.5 square feet of
usable floor space per hen

§ THE o TS
L ANIMAL LAW e _
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An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animalst

Prohibitions:

(2) Selling within the state:

e Shell eggs from a covered animal confined in a cruel
manner

* Whole veal meat from a covered animal confined in a
cruel manner

e Whole pork meat from a covered animal that was
confined in a cruel manner, or her immediate
offspring



* Enforced by the state attorney general
* 51,000 civil penalty for each violation
e Rules and regulations before Jan. 1, 2020
e Effective in 2022



Challenges

Infrastructure
Media messaging

Cost

e Ballot questions aren’t cheap
e Potency of opposition spending

Legislative Pushback

Legal Challenges S\Nmﬁi .
' N CONFERENCE IS
* During and after A :



Far Enough?

AN HISTORICRAY
FOR ANIMALS;

BAY

STATE %
GOES ?%a

- . ) e ‘1. . .-- ; l i
Bl ANIMAL LAW e
#STOPCRUELTYMA S A} CONFERENCE 8

p YES ON 3

Thank you
for your vote!
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