


Taking It to the Ballot



• Background: the ballot question & the process 
• The road to the ballot: increasing transparency and 

accountability 
• Substantive legal change: increasing transparency and 

accountability by using the ballot to push beyond the 
bounds of legislation

• Challenges
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The Road to the Ballot – Voter Engagement
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The Road to the Ballot –
Amplifying the Conversation
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Some not-so-great legislative history



Covered animals:

An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animals



Prohibitions:

(1) Confining any covered animal “in a cruel manner”

• Confined in a cruel manner –prevent from lying down, 
standing up, fully extending the animal’s limbs, or turning 
around freely

• Fully extending limbs –
• Extend all limbs without touching sides of enclosure
• Egg-laying hens - fully spread both wings without touching 

enclosure’s sides AND have access to 1.5 square feet of 
usable floor space per hen

An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animals



Prohibitions:

(2) Selling within the state:

• Shell eggs from a covered animal confined in a cruel 
manner

• Whole veal meat from a covered animal confined in a 
cruel manner

• Whole pork meat from a covered animal that was 
confined in a cruel manner, or her immediate 
offspring

An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animals



• Enforced by the state attorney general
• $1,000 civil penalty for each violation
• Rules and regulations before Jan. 1, 2020
• Effective in 2022

An Act to Prevent Cruelty to Farm Animals



Infrastructure
Media messaging
Cost

• Ballot questions aren’t cheap
• Potency of opposition spending

Legislative Pushback
Legal Challenges

• During and after

Challenges



Far Enough?
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